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Dear Friends,
Eastertime is fast approaching and the bulbs in the garden
are flowering. How has your term been? Do you see shoots
of new growth in your schools ? Do you long for more
growth? This year, for Pray for Schools fortnight, we are
adopting Hope Together’s theme; ‘Make Jesus Known’ as
they plan for mission in 2018.
‘Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.
And pray for us too, that God may open a door for our
message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ.’
Colossians 4; 2-3
Making Jesus known is at the heart of all of our hopes for
children and adults in schools. Prayer and mission go hand in hand and the seven Pray for Schools
Partner organisations are engaged in both. Each is working in various ways to send out the
message of the gospel into the world of education and as a group we’re all passionate about
prayer!
This May why not gather with other Christians in your town
and Pray for Schools in your area? Resources will be
available on the Pray for Schools website in April with
specially written prayers and ideas for you to work on. We
have already heard that events are being planned in Stoke,
Cheltenham, Canterbury, Telford, Tewkesbury, Tonbridge,
Ludlow and London. Do let us know your plans.
You might like to consider a Prayer Walk around the school
perimeter. Visit www.prayforschools.org to see our video for
more ideas and also check www.neighbourhoodprayer.net
for their ‘A mile with Jesus’ initiative.
Our video about the pressures of teaching produced with Scripture Union and YfC if also available
to download from the website. https://youtu.be/WvGbVvcUHNQ
I was privileged to take part in the World Prayer Centre’s annual conference in Swanwick recently.
The sun shone and the spring flowers in the grounds were flourishing. We were encouraged by
Malcolm Duncan to let God’s breath fill us, move us and flow through us.
It was wonderful to join with 250 others and pray earnestly for our nation. We had workshops too
including one that I led, encouraging Christians to focus on praying for schools.
I also attended a couple of events in the West Midlands for Open the Book Awareness Week. One
was a coffee morning, the other part of a church service and it was great to hear the enthusiasm
of the Open the Book teams and to pray for the schools that were being visited. If you live in the
Chilterns see the note on Page 2
We continue to use Facebook and Twitter so do like and follow us on these pages and as always
we love to hear answered prayers for your schools.
Jane Newey

Pray for Schools England Coordinator

Pray for Schools Fortnight is from 7th to 21st May

Prayer Ideas
‘And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified…
You may ask me for anything in my name and I will do it.” John 14; 13,14


Embrace the whole life of the School



Remember pupils, teachers, management, chaplains...



Include Christian school workers and groups who visit the school.



Pray over lessons, special events, exams



Intercede about discipline, vandalism, bullying and other practical issues



Reflect on wider education matters



Count God in on everything!



Pray long term and persevere

Do you know where your nearest
PRU (Pupil Referral Unit) is based
Why not pray for them this month?

Back to School with God happens at the
end of August/early September and
Education Sunday is on 10th September.
Resources for these events will be available
in the Summer term.
Why not ask your church if you can do something to mark the start of the new school
year?

Open the Book are looking for new teams
to visit schools in the Chiltern area—please pray
that volunteers come forward to help. Contact
OtB direct if you would like further information
email enquiries@openthebook.net or visit their
website openthebook.net
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The Archbishops of Canterbury and York are once again
inviting every church in England to join a week of prayer this
Pentecost, from May 25th to 4th June – let’s pray for every
Christian to receive new confidence and joy in sharing this lifetransforming faith. Find out more www.thykingdomcome.global/
Let’s join this great wave of prayer.

The current edition of the Prayer Magazine focuses on
Education and there are interesting articles giving lots of
ideas for prayer.
We are grateful to Gill Robbins from Christians in Education
who wrote the article on Praying for Schools.
Copies are available from www.prayermagazine.com/

It is lovely to hear of so many prayer groups and
churches donating the SU booklet—”It’s your
Move” to children in Year 6 as they head to
secondary school
Free Assemblies and lesson plans can be found on
the SU website
http://www.scriptureunion.org.uk/
ItsYourMove/112817.id
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Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful
and thankful. And pray for us too, that God
may open a door for our message, so that we
may proclaim the mystery of Christ.’
Colossians 4; 2-3

